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Redesigning
How We Live 
Together 
Artists and designers invite
us to focus on justice, inclusion,
and human dignity

Seesaws Across the 
U.S.–Mexico Border:
A 40-minute-long temporary 
playground has global impact
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THE BRONX, NEW YORK

THE TREE INSIDE ME, BY SANDY LITCHFIELD

In the new entrance to PS14X, the Senator John Calandra 
School in the Bronx, Sandy Litchfield’s The Tree Inside Me 
fills the white lobby with color and story. Representing an 
urban garden oasis and a haven in which children can learn 
and grow, this 28x18-foot mosaic mural incorporates images of 
nature and the colors of the seasons. 
 “The best part of this project was getting to know the 
community, especially the art teacher, Kerry Silva, and the 
fourth-grade students we worked with,” says Litchfield, who 
led 15 workshops with students about the mural’s themes 
and formal artistic concerns like color, value, and scale. 
“The students were so full of enthusiasm. They loved color 
and painting and thinking about what kind of world they 
could make in their imaginations.”
  The mural was commissioned by the New York City School 
Construction Authority, Public Art for Public Schools, and the 
New York City Department of Education. Litchfield consulted 
and collaborated with Franz Mayer of Munich on fabrication. 
 The lower portion of The Tree Inside Me includes a touch-
able mix of glazed porcelain tile and glass mosaic fabricated 
by Mayer Studios. Litchfield made the upper portion, which 
consists of hand-cut and painted aluminum composite panels. 


